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he was imincijla.  One day he and his queen were travelling
in the sky ir. their chariot  They saw the beautiful temple of
Aamaruviappan en the ground. The queen expressed a desire
to worship the Perumal in the temple.   But the king in his
arrogance nor only denied the request, but in fun added that all
the objects on which the shadow of his chariot fell in that area
should be destroyed. At that time, on the ground, a number of
cattle were grazing. As the shadow of the chariot fell on those
cows, they were destroyed. Perumal who saw all these5 decided
to teach a lesson to the arrogant king.  Garudalwar who was
nearby the Perumal pressed with his toes the shadow caused by
the ratham on tHe ground. As a consequence, the ratha itself
got pulled down from the sky and fell into the pushkarini thus
unceremoniously throwing the royal couple into the tank. The
king and the queen swam ashore from the pushkarini. They saw
Agastiya rishi seated on the banks of the pushkarini and praying
to God. The king thought that Agastiya rishi may be connected
with his fall. He therefore asked him the reason for their falling
into the tank. Agastiya rishi, with his gnana drusti knew that
this was an act of the Perumal. The rishi advised the king to
shed his arrogance and he requested him to go and seek the
help of Perumal. The king went to the temple. Instead of seeing
the Perumal in his silky pithambaram (robe) with Shanku and
Chakra in either hands, he saw a small cowherd boy wearing
a dirty cloth with the traditional turban of the cowherd loosely
tied on His head. The cowherd boy was surrounded by other
small children.  The king had not yet lost his arrogance.   He
wondered as to how this lowly cowherd boy and his unkempt
set of urchins could help him - a great king - in bringing out
his mighty ratha.   The Perumal sported a knowing smile on
His lips as He read the thoughts passing through the king's
mind.   However, as desired by the rishi, the king asked the
cowherd boy and His friends to help in pulling out the ratha
submerged in the pushkarini.  The cowherd boy promised to
help but in returft asked the king to give him and his friends
thousand vessels All of freshly churned butter. The king as in
the case of Mahab^ili Chakravarthi got taken in by the small
and insignificant gift that was requested. He readily agreed. He
ordered the retinue which had followed him to collect thousand
vessels of freshly churned butter before that evening and give